AP American Government
Important Readings and their key ideas

1. Barber, The Presidential Character							

3. Beard, An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution 

4. Bork, The Tempting of America				

5. Brennan, For Loose Construction					

6. Brennan, How the Supreme Court Arrives at Decisions

7. Diamond, Introduction to the Founding of the Democratic Republic	 

8. Frantzich, Citizen Democracy :Greg Watson article 			

9. Fenno, If, As Ralph Nader Says . . .					

10. Fenno, Home style and Washington Career			

11. Fiorina, The Rise of the Washington Establishment

12. Greenstein, The Presidential Difference		

13. Grodzins, The Federal System								

14. Hamilton, Federalist No. 78			 				

16.. Hill, Race, Affirmative Action, and the Constitution	

17... Isaacson, Running With the PACs	

18.. Kessler, Introduction to the Federalist Papers	


19.. Keys, A Theory of Critical Elections						

20. Krauthammer, In Praise of Low Voter Turnout	

21. Landy/Milkis, Presidential Greatness			

22. Levy, The Framers and Original Intent				

23. Locke, Second Treatise on Civil Government		

24. Madison, Federalist No. 10						

25. Madison, Federalist No. 39						

26. Madison, Federalist No. 47

27. Madison, Federalist No. 48

28. Madison, Federalist No. 51	

29. McGinness, Selling of the President, 1968			

30. Meyrowitz, Lowering the Political Hero to Our Level	

31. Mill, On Liberty of Thought and Discussion  			

32. Nelson, Due Process of Law, The Exclusionary Rule  				

33. Neustadt, The Power to Persuade					

34. Neustadt, Presidential Power					

35. Nicholas, The Price of Federalism				

36. Parenti, The Mass Media: Free and Independent?				

37. Polsby, Congress Bashing for Beginners

38. Posner, What am I, A Potted Plant?				

39. Roche, The Founding Fathers: A Reform Caucus in Action	

40. Roche, Judicial Self-Restraint					

41. Sabato, Feeding Frenzy	

42. Sabato, The Misplaced Obsession with PACs	

43. Scalia, God’s Justice and Ours

44. 	Starobin: Pork: A time honored tradition				

45. Steele, Affirmative Action: The Price of Preference		

46. Tocqueville, Omnipotence of the Majority

47.  Weber, Bureaucracy			

48. Wilson, Rise of the Bureaucratic State				

49. Wilson, Contradictions of a Modern Capitalistic State

50.  Woll, Constitutional Democracy and Bureaucratic Power

51.  4th Amendment Search and Seizure

52. Zelizer:  The Pelosi Factor	



Being able to give a brief synopsis or getting to the point about each article

May be useful when answering free-response questions.


Good Luck!!!!
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